STORIES AND PLAYS OF KNIGHTS AND YEOMEN

line, for thou art my prisoner, and what I

Dmmand thee thou must do, however little

ion likest it,

HUGH.   Sir, if I must do this thing, and no

jfusal will avail, do it I will without further

dk.

HUGH (as Player, turning from Saladin to

te king and audience). So now, gentle lords,
ir Hugh did perform such acts as were needful
i the preparation of a knight in those days,
lowing Saladin all that would be done. He
lade him dress his hair as became a Christian.
[e made him enter a bath, and when the Sara-
en asked him what that might signify he told
im, even as we shall show you now. (Turns
ack to Saladin.)

SALADIN.   And what does this bath signify?

HUGH. It meaneth that ye ought to come
Drth from it, even as a new-born child, pure,
ree from all felony, and fulfilled of courtesy,
n honesty and in good will and kindness
houldst thou bathe, and come forth in kind-
iness to all the world.

SALADIN. By God, this beginning is most
>eautiful.

HUGH. Then must thou be clothed in white,
:ven as I now clothe thee. Take not this
hing lightly, for these white garments that
;over your body give you to understand that
jven as you have been made clean of all guilt,
;o every knight should study to keep himself
:lean and stainless.

SALADIN.   It is good teaching.

HUGH.   Now give I thee this scarlet robe.

SALADIN. I marvel much. Wherefore this
jarment?

HUGH. This robe betokeneth that you must
aold you ready to shed your blood for the de-
iense of the holy church, that it be wronged
:>f no man; for so it belongeth to a knight to do
if he would fain please God; this I give you to
understand by the scarlet color.

SALADIN. Hugh, much I marvel and
admire.

HUGH* Now do I put upon your feet black
footgear. This should remind you to hold
death ever in remembrance, for ye walk ever
towards death. So remember the earth from
which you came and to which you must return,
guarding yourself thus that ye fall not into
pride; for pride should not hold sway over a

knight, nor have any place within him; but he
should seek simplicity in all things.

SALADIN. All this is right good to hear, and
rejoiceth me much.

HUGH. Rise now, and I will gird thee. (Puts
on belt, a white girdle.) Sir, by this girdle you
are to know that you shall keep your flesh
clean, and look steadfastly to hold thy body
pure, "for ever loveth knightly man to hold
his body free from stain."

SENTINELS AT THE COXIRT
HUGH (putting on spurs).
"Take thou these spurs,
And ever bear this in mind,
That as thou wouldst have thy steed mind
thee,
That he prompt and docile and obedient be,
So shall thy vows thee bind."
So readeth the book of knighthood, and like-
wise, as your horse is eager for the race and
turns quickly when ye smite him, so shall
these show you are eager to serve God all your
life.
SALADIN. I am well pleased with that.